
Christ the King 
 
 

 
This sermon was given by Rev’d Len Abrams on Sunday 23rd 
November, the Feast Day of Christ the King.  The Gospel reading for 
the day was Matthew 25; 31-46. 
 
Introduction     This Sunday we celebrate Christ the King.  As we 
begin to prepare for the Christmas season when we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus as a helpless infant, we begin by celebrating Him as King who 
laid aside His glory to bring grace into the world. 
 
There seems to be something built into human nature whereby we all 
need to have heroes – we need to feel that we have an identity, we 
have someone or something to rally around.  In Britain we do pomp 
and ceremony particularly well, but you will find this tendency 
throughout the world; from the bizarre cult worship of North Korea for 
their premier (who you had jolly well better defer to if you want to keep 
body and soul in roughly the same location!) to the polite 
acknowledgement of Her Majesty here in England.  We recognize that 
the world needs order, that order needs authority, that authority needs 
leadership and that leadership needs someone at the top who is in 
charge.  
 
To whom do we owe allegiance? We live in a very individualistic culture 
where we generally feel that we are the masters of our own future.  
Allegiance and loyalty is commercialized into little more than your 
Tesco Loyalty card.  We have a constitutional Monarchy but the real 
power lies with Parliament and the very rich.  It was not long ago when 
the King or Queen had ultimate power and sovereignty – their word 
was law.  In Biblical times they were often imbued with divinity – the 



Emperor was a god.  It was in this context that Jesus talked of the 
Kingdom of God and the New Testament refers to Jesus as King. 
 
Kingship in Israel…..When Israel entered the promised land after 
being rescued from Egypt through the Exodus, society was set up 
using Judges to govern the people.  The rules by which society was to 
govern itself were given to Moses and contained in the Pentateuch – 
the first five books of the Old Testament.  But the people rebelled and 
insisted that they wanted to be like all the other surrounding nations 
and have a King over them.  God warned them that this was unwise 
and would result in the King lauding it over them, levying taxes, 
requiring a standing army etc., but the people insisted.  King David was 
the pinnacle of the Kings of Israel and he was by no means perfect.  
Through the emerging consciousness of Israel and Judah as nations, 
God promises that a King would ultimately arise who would be the King 
of all Kings, who would save and re-unite Israel and usher in a new era 
which would last forever.  This was the Messiah, the Anointed One, – 
the Greek word for which is “Christ” 
 
Kings in Jesus’ day     Following the exile of Israel to Babylon, due 
largely to the disobedience of the people and especially the rebellion 
of the Kings who insisted on worshiping the gods and idols of the 
surrounding peoples, the Jews returned to Israel and Judah but they 
never again re-established the Kingdom.  The territory was 
continuously ruled over by one foreign power after another – the 
Mesopotamians, the Greeks and, at the time of Jesus, the Romans.  
There was a great yearning for the restoration of the Kingdom and 
quite a large number of Jews were prepared to overthrow the Romans 
by force and install a King.  Many sought to take Jesus and make him 
King.  However Jesus was something quite different altogether. 
 
Jesus taught a great deal on the Kingdom of God – over and again he 
would say “now the Kingdom of God is like such and such ….” What 
was he talking about?  At his trial, Jesus, when asked if he was the 
King of the Jews, replies “My kingdom is not of this world.” 
 
To understand what Jesus was talking about we need to step back and 
review our understanding of reality.  In the midst of our very earthy 
lives, with very real problems, surrounded by the physical world in its 



beauty and its ugliness, it is difficult to perceive of an “other” reality of 
which Jesus speaks. 
 
Real reality   Often we are tempted to think of this “other” kingdom as 
the “Spiritual Realm”, something other-worldly, unreal, airy-fairy, less 
real than the physical world we know.  This is not a Christian notion – 
it comes from the ancient Greeks and its influence persists to today.  
This is not how the Bible portrays it at all.  Right from the beginning in 
Genesis the Bible teaches that this physical world, with which we are 
so familiar, was created by God, through Jesus.  THERE is the original 
reality and that is the reality about which Jesus speaks when he says 
that his Kingdom is not of this world.  That reality is pre-existent, 
beyond time, transcending all that we know – that is the REAL reality.  
All that we know, which we regard as ‘real’, will pass away, both 
individually when we die and collectively at the end of time.  In that 
reality beyond time, that is where Jesus is King.  As the Bible says, 
there will come a time when Jesus is revealed as King of all.  I find this 
incredibly exciting, utterly full of hope – and I am a scientist, an 
engineer! 
 
Criteria for the Kingdom     It is for this reason – because of that real 
reality – that we need to ask how we should lead our lives.  Should we 
live according to the norms of this world or the greater reality?  The 
one says our wealth comprises the ‘Stuff’ we are able to accumulate – 
money, power, influence.  The other points in a very different direction.  
What sort of King is Jesus – someone who wields gratuitous power?  
Let us look again at the Gospel passage we heard read: 
 
   31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
 
   34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; 
 
Then he gives the reason why they are sheep and not goats – not 
because they attended church every Sunday, or because they sang in 



the choir, or because they were “good people”, or even because they 
called him “Lord, Lord”.  No, it was for different criteria :- 
 
        35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
36 I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison 
and you visited me.’ 
 
This is the Jesus who is my 
King.  This is where I choose to 
give my allegiance.  Jesus calls 
each of us to choose which of 
the two kingdoms we are going 
to give allegiance to.  It is hard 
– we are seduced into thinking 
and behaving as though what 
we see around us is the sum 
total of reality – it is the same 
seduction of the ancient 
serpent who still prowls around 
us like a hungry lion, 
entrapping us with 
deception. Ecce Homo, by Andrea Solari (1460-1524) 
 
Conclusion     Kingdom language is throughout our liturgy and our 
church life – we refer to the Kingdom frequently.  In the Lord’s Prayer 
we pray “Your Kingdom come, your will be done…” at the beginning, 
and at the end “For yours is the Kingdom, the power and the glory.” 
 
I come from an evangelical tradition where we were taught that Jesus 
is my friend.  Now Jesus may be my good buddy to whom I shoot 
‘parking-spot’ prayers every now and again (and I don’t see anything 
wrong in that in itself), but He is also the Lord of absolutely everything, 
the King of Kings. 

Amen  
 


